
recycling
The City encourages residents to participate in recycling. 
Recycling reduces the amount of garbage that the community 
produces so that the life span of our local landfill can be extended.  
Recycling can help protect the environment and reduce the 
costs of garbage disposal.

MEASURE 20041 2005

Participation rate SFR 66.3% 64.3%

Participation rate MFR 94% 95%

Total tons of recycled 
material

9,154 tons 8,713.8 tons

Diversion rate SFR 60.1% 59.8%

Diversion rate MFR 12.1% 16.4%

Total tons of SFR food & yard 
waste collected

7,346.31 tons 6,663.74 tons

Total tons of garbage 
collected

31,213 tons 33,000 tons

Average pounds of garbage 
collected per week per SFR 
account

32 lbs 27.30 lbs

Actions that the City has 
taken to promote product 
stewardship and to reduce 
the generation of waste

Major 
expansion 
of recycling 
program, 

including food 
waste and 
electronics

Pilot 
commercial 
food waste 
recycling 
program

Expected life span of Cedar 
Hills Landfill

2015 2015

NOTES: SFR = Single family residence  MFR= Multi-family residence
Commercial participation and diversion rates are not accurately measured since commercial businesses 
may contract with any recycling and solid waste hauler

Recycling Program

Residents participate

Divert waste from landfill

Minimize garbage output

Extend landfill life
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Minimizing Damage from Fire

After Linda Puddy brought her young 
son home from a long hospital stay, 
she faced the challenge of continuing 
his care at home, while catching up 
with mountains of laundry.  When the 
dryer’s internal wiring malfunctioned, 
the Kirkland Fire Department rushed to 
her rescue, preventing a laundry room 
blaze from growing into a disaster.  Once 
the emergency passed, the volunteer 
firefighter’s association stepped in to 
support her.  As Linda describes, “The 
vacuum cleaner had been destroyed.  
They found a used vacuum cleaner and 
brought it the same day to clean up the 
mess. They gave us a gift certificate for 
Fred Meyer so I could go and replace my 
son’s bedding and clothing.

The Fire Department 
provided every bit 
of help and more than 
what I could ask for. 

I am very grateful
to them. 

We think about them 
and still appreciate 
what they did for my 
son and me that day
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fire and emergency management

MEASURE 20041 2005

Paid fire and EMS 
staffing per 1,000 
population served

.89 .93

EMS responses 
per 1,000 population served 

66.2 65.2

EMS Response Time 4:36 min2 4:29 min

Total fire incidents per 1,000 
population served

27.4 26.6

Total non-fire incidents per 
1,000 population

12 9.6

% Responses time 
under 5 minutes 53.1%3 33.1%

Fires Contained 
to Room of Origin

58% 67%

(Footnotes)
1 From ICMA Data
2 Average time from conclusion of dispatch to arrival on scene
3 Emergency calls; Non-Emergency calls is 27.3%

Fire Department Staff

Respond to Medical Emergencies

Timely Treatment is Received

Keep Community Safe

Respond to Fires

Minimize Damage

When Fire and Emergency Management Services employees 
respond to fires and medical emergencies, they work to 
minimize the damage and ensure that citizens receive timely 
treatment.  Their goal is to keep our community safe.
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A Family Works Together 
to Protect the Environment

Kris Solem, husband David, and their 
two young daughters see the value of 
recycling. They recycled paper products 
before, but now that the food scrap 
program started, they’ve managed to 
reduce waste to one garbage bag a week, 
recycling all of the rest.

Even four-year old Rachel can help. As her 
mother reports, “Rachel asks ‘Mom, where 
does the banana peel go?’ She’s sorting.”

Kris explains why she’s helping her 
children learn how to recycle.  “The big 
thing is to get them to do it.  Then when 
they grow up, the world won’t be as 
depleted for them.  My hope is that they’ll 
help spread the word to friends.”

There are ways that I 
would like to make a 
bigger impact, and this 
is one way that I can
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Produced by the City of Kirkland City Managers Office in cooperation with:
Parks and Community Services
Fire and Building
Police
Public Works
Information Technology 
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